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Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs)
A speed survey was conducted by Essex Police in 2011 which
confirmed the extent of speeding in the village. As a result, the
Transport & Highways Committee recommended the acquisition of a
movable Speed indicator device to be rotated bi-monthly around 5
village sites. Money was set aside for the project and a list of
suggested sites presented to Essex County Council in October 2012
which was finally approved in July 2014. We understood that all that
remained was to order the equipment and arrange for installation.
However, at a meeting with Essex County Council officers on 6th
March 2015 we were informed that not all the sites met the relevant
criteria and that further speed surveys would need to be carried out
on the three sites that were considered viable. We will continue to
press for this important project.

Blue Plaques
Sible Hedingham has a rich history and this year we were able to
celebrate this with the acquisition of 8 blue plaques some which
are now in place around the village with the remainder delivered to
their owners, awaiting installation. This has been a long project,
started by Dr Norman Edwards several years ago and brought to
fruition this year, spearheaded by Cllr Elspeth Jones. Funding was
secured from the Essex Heritage Trust and an anonymous donor. In
addition, Dr Edwards paid the extra to upgrade the plaque on
Hilton House. A leaflet outlining the lives of the subjects is being
prepared and will be available from the Parish Office and the
Library.

The Bridge
After many years of waiting the bridge crossing the river at
Alderford Street was finally installed and opened in November
2014. One can now walk from Hulls Mill to Summerfields and,
eventually through to Station Road. The project included works
to the river bank and was jointly managed by Essex County
Council and Braintree District Council. The Riverside Walk will
eventually pass into the ownership of the Parish Council, but
not, we hope before BDC has installed kissing gates at the
Alderford Street entrance.

Dog Bins
Dog bins need to be placed near to a road so that
Braintree District Council operatives can have easy
access for emptying. In the past we have had to
refuse some requests for dog bins because they did
not fulfill this criterion. However, we have been
seeking a site in the centre of the village for quite a
while as there was no facility between Alderford
Street and Brook Meadow. Last month the Shell
Garage in Swan Street kindly agreed to us placing a
bin on their land and it is now installed on a pole at
the end of the footpath from Spurgeon Close.

Social Media
During the past year a Facebook group calling itself Sible Hedingham
Past and Present has been set up by local residents. The Parish Council
has no input into its administration but several councillors follow it
carefully and are able to post notices and useful facts as and when
necessary. The Parish Council discussed having its own Facebook page
at its meeting in January 2015 but it was felt that as “Past and Present”
is so popular, with over 1400 members it would not be prudent to dilute
its effectiveness with another site

Staff Changes
After many year’s loyal service Brian Hoadley decided to retire in June
2014 and the Parish Council employed Jane Richardson to carry out
litter picking and general maintenance duties. Like Brian, Jane is a
familiar figure as she goes about her business from early morning most
days of the week. The only difference is Jane has the luxury of a barrow
with which to transport her litter sacks from various locations around the
village to where they are stored waiting collection, under the Village Hall.

New Housing
The building of around 200
houses on the former Premdor
site by Bloor Homes continues
apace with the first residents
moving in last November and the
development at Cousins
(Coopers) Yard will be finished
this year. The Parish Council
prepared a Welcome Pack with
details of village clubs and
societies which members of the
Baptist Church kindly offered to
deliver, and the project is ongoing. Copies are also available
from the Parish Office. If any
organisation would like to be represented please contact the Clerk. There
is also space for advertising should local businesses wish to take up the offer
and this helps to defray printing costs.

Public Art
Part of the developer contribution from the Bloor site is specifically for public
art. The Parish Council asked to be a consultee and as such requested that
the art should have a practical element to it. In July 2014 we met with the
artist and were shown an impressive set of designs for benches waymarkers and railings depicting the history of the site and the Ripper legacy.
These will be installed as each phase of the development is 75% complete.
There will be a small park at the front of the development which will
eventually pass into the ownership of the Parish Council. To mark the
commencement of the development in the centenary of the start of the First
World War and in consultation with the local branch of the Royal British
Legion, the Parish Council decided to call the area Poppy Park.
A piece of sculpture, funded from earlier S106 money will consist of a brickkiln chimney depicting historical scenes from village life and will be in
addition to the benches etc..

New Bus Service
As a result of much hard work over the past four years we
have succeeded in getting a daily bus service to Sudbury.
This will be a numbered service (333) operating three times
a day between Great Yeldham and Sudbury, taking in
Toppesfield and High Street Green. The service, which is
being seed-funded from developer contributions (S106) will
be operated by De Vere travel and managed by the Parish
Council. It is most unusual for a Parish Council, rather than
Essex County Council to operate a bus service and we are
proud to be trail-blazers in this respect. The launch date is
May 5th, timetables have been delivered with the Parish magazine and
feedback from the public is positive. The Parish Council thanks the
neighbouring villages of Great Yeldham, Topppesfield, Castle Hedingham and
Gestingthorpe for their help in promoting the service.
The bus will be brand new, wheelchair friendly and bus passes will be
accepted. We hope this service will enable non-drivers to seek employment in
Sudbury and bring visitors to the village.

Olympic Legacy Day 2014
The fourth Olympic Legacy Fun Day was held on 5th july 2014 and was a
great success. This year we were joined by staff from the Tottenham Hotspur
Foundation which proved a very popular attraction. Many thanks to Steven
Partridge for organising it all. Steven is leaving the Council in May and due to
other commitments will not be able to stage an event in 2015
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And finally:
In May we will be saying goodbye to seven members of the Parish Council who, for
various reasons will not be seeking re-election. We will be joined by one new face
and one returnee. Full details will be on the Parish Council website at
www.essexinfo.net/siblehedingham. The high number of resignations and the
shortage of new candidates coming forward means that we will start the 2015/16
parish year with only 8 out of 13 members. We will be seeking to co-opt and will be
inviting interested parties to apply as soon as possible. With so many new residents
moving in to the village it is surely important to have our full complement of
councillors and I am sure new members will be made to feel welcome.
Our thanks go to all who have served on the Council over the past four years.

Gill Massey
Chairman, April 2015
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